Upon What Did tf
Shammai & Hillel
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Locus Classicus:
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Differ Regarding
HaMehadrin?

Shabbat 21b

Our Rabbis Taught:
The mizvah of Hanukah is one candle per
household.
For the beautifiers: one candle per person.
For the beautifiers of the beautifiers:
Shammai’s Academy says: “On the first day, light
eight; thenceforth, decrease.”
Hillel’s Academy says: “On the first day, light
one; thenceforth, increase.”

Text #1

XD v

7 N

N1 W'X N21IN 11 NIXN

TNRI TAKR 727 M TNl

['"YTANN N TN

WX DI' "IN 'KNY N'a
NNID 17'NI [XON Ny ' N
ayihl

NNX 2'77N [IWKRY DI''IX D"
77101 9'0IN 17'N1 KON

3" Night

A

7" Night g™
Night

Differing Reasons Amongst the Amoraim:

Shabbat 21b

Ulla (late 4th c.) said: “Two amoraim [in the early 4
c.] in the west (Palestine) argued over this: Rabbi
Yose son of Avin and Rabbi Yose son of Zevida.

One said: “Shammai’s Academy’s reason
corresponds to the days to come and Hillel’s
Academy reason corresponds to the departing days.”
One said: “Shammai’s Academy’s reason
corresponds to the bull offerings on the holiday [of
Sukkot] and Hillel’s Academy reason is that we
ascend in holy items and we do not descend.”
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Shabbat 21b

Rabbah son of the son of Hannah (late 3" c. - early 4™ ¢.)
said Rabbi Yohanan (d. 279) said: “There were two
elders in Sidon: one did according to Shammai’s
Academy and one did according to Hillel’s Academy.
This one gave a reason for his words: according to the
bull offerings on the holiday [of Sukkot], and this one
gave a reason for his words: we ascend in holy items
and we do not descend.”
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Where Does the Idea of “Ascending With Holy Items and Not Descending”

Appear Earlier, in Tannaitic Texts?

Mishnah Menahot 11.17

Two tables were inside the porch, at the
inside of the door of the house, one of
marble, and one of gold. On the one of
marble do they set the showbread when it
is brought in, and on the one of gold when
it is taken out, for they raise in matters of
holiness, and they do not lower. And one
of gold is inside, on which [is arrayed] the
showbread continually....
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English from Jacob Neusner, trans., The Mishnah: A New Translation (New Haven & London: Yale University Press, 1988), 758.

Mishnah Shekalim 6.4

Thirteen tables were in the sanctuary: eight of
marble in the shambles, on which they rinse the
innards [of offerings]; two at the west of the
ramp, one of marble and one of silver — on the
one of marble they lay out the limbs, and on
the one of silver, the utensils of service; two on
the Porch on the inside, at the entry of the
house, one of marble and one of gold — on the
one of marble they put the Show Bread when it
is brought in, and on the one of gold when it is
taken out, for they promote what is holy to a
higher status and do not bring it down; one of
gold inside, on which the Show Bread is set at
all times.
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English from Jacob Neusner, trans., The Mishnah: A New Translation (New Haven & London:

Yale University Press, 1988), 260-1.

Babylonian Talmud, Menahot 99a

Our Rabbis taught:

Solomon made ten tables and ordered them only
according to that of Moses, as it is said, “[And
Solomon made all the furnishings for the House of
God: the golden altar,] the table upon which the
showbread was, of gold.. .” (1 Kings 7.48).
Solomon made ten menorot and lit them only
according to that of Moses, as it is said, “...golden
menorah and its lamps to kindle every evening...” (2
Chronicles 13.11).

Rabbi Eleazar, son of Shamua, (turn of the 3" c.) says:
“They arranged on all of them, as it is said,
‘[Solomon made all of the vessels of the House of
God and the golden altar and] the tables and upon
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them was the show bread’ (2 Chronicles 4.19). And
they lit on all of them, as it is said, ‘the menorah
and their lamps of fine gold for kindling as required
in front of the Inner Sanctum’ (2 Chronicles 4.20).”
Rabbi Yose, son of Rabbi Yehudah, (early 3 ¢.) says:
“They only arranged according to that of Moses.
However, what do | get out of ‘the tables that had
the showbread on it were gold’? These three tables
that were in the Temple: two were in the entrance
hall in front of the door of the house — one of silver
and one of gold. On the silver one, they would
place the showbread on its entrance and upon the
gold one upon its departure, since we ascend with
holy items and not descend. The one of gold
within, they would place the showbread
continually.
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Babylonian Talmud, Menahot 39a

It was taught:

When one begins, begin with white of the edge from
the edge. And when one finishes, finish with white:
we ascend with holy items and do not descend.
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Where Does the Idea of “Ascending With Holy Items and Not Descending”

Appear Elsewhere, in Amoraic Texts?

Babylonian Talmud, Megillah 21b

Rabbi Yohanan (middle of the 3“ ¢.) said, “From here (a
teaching about the menorah) that the middle one is
praiseworthy. And the last one that called four is
praiseworthy, since we ascend in holy items and do
not descend.”
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Why Would Shammai’s Academy Suggest A Correlation with the Sukkot

Festival’s Bull Offerings?

Numbers 29:12-39

On the fifteenth day of the seventh month, you
shall observe a sacred occasion: you shall not
work at your occupations. Seven days you shall
observe a festival of the Lord. You shall present
a burnt offering, an offering by fire of pleasing
odor to the Lord: Thirteen bulls of the herd, two
rams, fourteen yearling lambs; they shall be
without blemish. The meal offerings with them
— of choice flour with oil mixed in — shall be:
three-tenths of a measure for each of the
thirteen bulls, two-tenths for each of the two
rams, and one-tenth for each of the fourteen
lambs. And there shall be one goat for a sin-
offering — in addition to the regular burnt
offering, its meal offering and libation.

Second day: Twelve bulls of the herd, two rams,
fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the
meal offerings and libations for the bulls, rams,
and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one
goat for a sin offering — in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its meal offering and libations.
Third day: Eleven bulls of the herd, two rams,
fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the
meal offerings and libations for the bulls, rams,
and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one
goat for a sin offering — in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.
Fourth day: Ten bulls of the herd, two rams,
fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the
meal offerings and libations for the bulls, rams,
and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one
goat for a sin offering — in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.
Fifth day: Nine bulls of the herd, two rams,
fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the
meal offerings and libations for the bulls, rams,
and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one
goat for a sin offering — in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.
Sixth day: Eight bulls of the herd, two rams,
fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the
meal offerings and libations for the bulls, rams,
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and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one
goat for a sin offering — in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its meal offering and libations.
Seventh day: Seven bulls of the herd, two rams,
fourteen yearling lambs, without blemish; the
meal offerings and libations for the bulls, rams,
and lambs, in the quantities prescribed; and one
goat for a sin offering — in addition to the regular
burnt offering, its meal offering and libation.

On the eighth day you shall hold a solemn
gathering; you shall not work at your
occupations. You shall present a burnt offering,
an offering by fire of pleasing odor to the Lord,;
one bull, one ram, seven yearling lambs, without
blemish; the meal offerings and libations for the
bull, the ram, and the lambs, in the quantities
prescribed; and one goat for a sin offering — i
addition to the regular burnt offering, its meal
offering and libation.
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English translation from TANAKH: A New Translation of the Holy Scriptures According to the Traditional Hebrew Text
(Philadelphia & Jerusalem: The Jewish Publication Society, 1985), 259-260.

2 Maccabees 10:1-8 \ Text #10

Maccabeus and his men, with the Lord leading them, recovered the sanctuary and the city.

They destroyed the illicit altars which the foreigners had built around the marketplace and also
the illicit shrines. After purifying the temple, they made another altar. Using fire they got by
igniting stones, for the first time in two years they offered sacrifices and incense and installed
the lights and set out the showbread. That done, they prostrated themselves and prayed to the
Lord that they never again would come to suffer such disasters. Rather, if they should ever sin,
let them be chastised by the Lord himself, with clemency, and not delivered over to the hands of
blasphemous and barbarous gentiles. On the very same date on which the temple was profaned
by foreigners occurred the purification of the temple, on the twenty-fifth of the ninth month
(that is, Kislev). Joyfully, they held an eight-day celebration, after the pattern of Tabernacles,
remembering how a short time before they spent the festival of Tabernacles, remembering how
a short time before they spent the festival of Tabernacles like wild beasts, in the mountains and
in the caves. Therefore, holding wreathed wands, and branches bearing ripe fruit, and palm
fronds, they offered songs of praise to Him Who had victoriously brought about the purification
of His Place. By vote of the commonwealth they decreed a rule for the entire nation of the Jews
to observe these days annually.

Jonathan A. Goldstein, trans., Il Maccabees: A New Translation with Introduction and Commentary (New York:
Doubleday, 1983), 374.

http://yctstudent.drewkaplan.info/Files/MehadrinMinHaMehadrin.pdf




