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Post-Biblical Texts

Text #3
Ben Sira 8.6
Insult no one when he is old;
Some of us, too, will grow old.
Patrick W. Skehan, trans., The Wisdom of Ben Sira: A New Translation
with Notes (AB39; New York: Doubleday, 1987), 209.

Text #4

Ben Sira 25.1-6

With three things | am delighted, for they are pleasing to the Lord and to humans: Harmony
among kindred, friendship among neighbors, and the mutual love of husband and wife. Three
kinds of people | hate; their manner of life | loathe indeed: A proud pauper, a rich dissembler,
and an old person lecherous in his dotage.

What have you not hathered in your youth, how will you acquire in your old age? How
becoming to the gray-haired is judgment, and a knowledge of counsel to those on in years!
How becoming to the aged is wsdom, understanding and prudence to the venerable! The
crown of the elderly is wide experience; their glory, the fear of the Lord.

Patrick W. Skehan, trans., The Wisdom of Ben Sira: A New Translation with Notes (AB39; New
York: Doubleday, 1987), 339.

Text #5

Wisdom of Solomon 4.8-9

For it is not length of life that makes for an honorable old age, nor is it measured by numbers of
years; but rather it is wisdom which constitutes a man’s silvery brow, and a spotless life the
true ripeness of age.

David Winston, trans., The Wisdom of Solomon: A New Translation with Introduction and
Commentary (AB43; Garden City, NY: Doubleday & Company, 1979), 136.

Text #6

Philo, “On the Birth of Abel and the Sacrifices Offered by Him and by His Brother Cain,” 22.

On which account he says in another place, “Thou shalt rise up from before a hoary head, and
thou shalt honour the face of an elder.” As if the difference were very great. For what is hoary
is that time which energizes not at all, from which one ought to rise up, and depart, and flee,
avoiding that idea which deceives tens of thousands, that time has a natural capacity of doing
something. But by an elder is meant one who is worthy of honour, and respect, and of
preeminence, and examination of whom is committed to Moses, the friend of God. “For those
whom thou knowest,” says God to Moses, “they are the elders.” As he was a man who
admitted no innovations of any kind, but was by custom attached to his elders, and to those
who were worthy of the highest honours.

Philo, The Works of Philo: Complete and Unabridged, trans. C.D. Yonge (Hendrickson, 1993 (6™
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| printing 2002)), 104.

Text #7

Philo, “The Special Laws, II,” 43

And any one may conjecture that pious respect is due to parents, not only from what has been
said above, but also from the manner in which persons behave to those who are of the same
age with their parents; for the man who shows respect to an old man, or to an old woman, who
is no relation to him, must appear in some degree to be remembering his own father and
mother, and out of this consideration, to be looking upon them as the images of his parents,
who are the real models. On which account, in the sacred scriptures, it is not only commanded
that young men should rise up and give the best seats to their elders, but also that they should
rise up before them when they pass by; showing honour to the grey hairs of old age, to which
there is a hope that they may come themselves if they now yield precedence to them.

Philo, The Works of Philo: Complete and Unabridged, trans. C.D. Yonge (Hendrickson, 1993 (6™
printing 2002)), 591.

Early Rabbinic (Tannaitic) Exegesis
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Later Rabbinic (Amoraic) Texts
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Text #38

For oypn n2>w »an etc. is again the complete positive opposite to maxn YN Nan Y. Nw (from v,
related to 2w, to attain a lofty aim) designates ripe old age. Job XIlI, 24: n2>v5 oynn awns, where the
foaming floods following the wake of the Leviathan are compared to na>w proves that na>w also
designates the hoary head which shows old age. In the same way ma>w naxan nqvy (Prov. XV, 31), may
be understood, and so in several other places. Kidushin 33a teaches the Halacha that by the term naw,
an old man is to be understood, and by ypt not old in years but in intellectual accomplishments, “old””,
mature in wisdom: nnon Mmpw M — 3 (See on Gen. XXIV, 1), a quality that was also a decisive factor in
choosing the “elders”, the oyn »p3, the o»py ooyaw. Here, where it is mentioned next to nasv, by yp3
only oonis to be understood, even o >y, even a young man if he is mature in wisdom. Our text
demands nnop and 10, rising to one’s feet, and generally showing honour, for both. For na>w an
honourable old age (maoin ibid. 32b), which, according to Prov. XV, 31 is attained by a life spent in
faithfulness to duty xsnn nps 7973, as well as for mpy for maturity of wisdom which has been
obtained by the study of the Torah. Thus experience, i.e. natural common-sense, human knowledge,
gained and matured by the repeated events of life and nature, and wisdom, i.e. a true estimation of life
and nature regarding them as coming from God, as designed for a purpose by God, and having meaning
for our mission in life are both to be honoured. To them, - experience and wisdom — to the clear
circumspect human understanding which matures by experience, and the spirit of God which speaks out
of the Torah, are we to pay due tribute, and when we meet their representatives, in “old men” and
“wise men” we are to show our homage by rising and giving honour to them.

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, The Pentateuch, Vol3 Leviticus part 2, trans. Isaac Levy 2"ed
(Gateshead, UK: Judaica Press, 1999), 561-562.

Text #39

Young man, you are full of vitality, of an urge to action with a view to building up your future. But you
know that mere activity without regard to the value of your actions is no great thing, know that if you
have strength you are short of wisdom, know that if you wish to advance on a worthy course you must
cast your looks back to the past whose child you are with all that you call yours. Alas for the generation
in which the young mistake the true requirements of their years and impatiently turn their unripe
impulse, which is but a blossom, into the fruit of action; when, instead ofa seeing in the fire which is in
their blood only an incentive to qualify themselves for the good life, and of allowing the ideal which
elevates their breast to ripen in the school of the past and of wisdom, they press on while still immature
to untimely activity; when, instead of placing their vitality and their strong arm at the service of age and
wisdom, they want to regulate their life on the basis of their own brief experience and by the light just
dawning of their still developing mind. Alas for the youth who in pert arrogance derides old age, the
companion of the past, which is the mother of everything of which he boasts, and wisdom, which should
be the father of his actions. Happy are you, young man, if you rejoice in the vitality and the strength
which God grants you while at the same time realizing that they are still unripe blossoms which you
must allow to ripen, that you are still only a shoot more rich in hope than in fruitm a shoot which if it is
to be blessed one day with fruit must have the past for its soil and wisdom for its sunshine. Happy are
you if you honour this commandment, which, according to the dictum of the Oral Law, teaches you to
pay humble repect to the past, to wisdom, and above all to the fruit of both, to virtue, where you find
yourself confronted with them in the person of the old man, the wise man, and the man rich in the
performance of good deeds. In the first two you honour the sources to which you must return in order
to learn what action is required of you; in the latter, the pattern of such an action, as the example to be
followed by you.

Rise before an old man, even if he is not learned, so long as he is of blameless life. Rise before every
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man distinguished for wisdom, even if he is young in years and even if you have yourself learnt nothing
from him. But even an old man and a wise man should rise before one who gives a shining example of
deeds and uprighteousness and love. Stand up as soon as they have come within four cubits of you, and
do not turn away so as not to see them, in order to escape the duty. Workmen while at work are not
excused from this duty, and they may not stand up if they are working for others. A young talmid
chacham should rise a little before an old man, even though he excels him in wisdom, but he should
stand up to his full height if the older man is equal to him in wisdom. Wise men and old men do not
need to stand up before one another, but they should respectfully rise a little. When you see a wise
man passing by, you should stand up as soon as he comes within four cubits of you, and should sit down
again as soon as he has passed; if, however, he is your own chief teacher or if he is a shining light of his
time on account of his wisdom , remain standing as long as you can see him. Even while studying the
Torah you must stand up before him. Wherever knowledge and wisdom are concerned give preference
to the wise man, but otherwise to age; but if one is specially distinguished in his own line, that is to say,
either in age or widom, then give him preference. Offer support to old age where you meet it. Show
respect, honour and civility to the old men and wise men of every nation. The act of standing up seems
everywhere to indicate a readiness to carry out the wishes of the other.

Rabbi Samson Raphael Hirsch, Horeb: A Philosophy of Jewish Laws and Observances, trans. Dayan Dr. I.
Grunfeld (New York/London/Jerusalem: The Soncino Press, 1962 (7" ed 2002)), 367-368.

Some Articles on This Topic

Dulin, Rachel Z. “The Elderly in Biblical Society.” The Journal of Aging and Judaism 1, no. 1 (Fall/Winter
1986): 49-56.

A. Stanley Dreyfus, "Halakhah Issues Relating to the Ethics of Aging" in Aging and the Aged in Jewish
Law: Essays and Responsa. Walter Jacob & Moshe Zemer, Editors. Pittsburgh & Tel Aviv:
Freehof Institute of Progressive Halakhah, 1998. Pages 83-100.

Folkman, Jerome. “The Ages of Man in Jewish Literature, I.” The Journal of Aging and Judaism 4, no. 1
(Fall 1989): 27-37.

Jacob, Walter, "Beyond Methuselah: Who Is Old?" in Aging and the Aged in Jewish Law: Essays and
Responsa. Walter Jacob & Moshe Zemer, Editors. Pittsburgh & Tel Aviv: Freehof Institute of
Progressive Halakhah, 1998. Pages 1-19.

Rosen, Michael. "Standing for the Elder or the Elderly?" in Aging and the Aged in Jewish Law: Essays and
Responsa. Walter Jacob & Moshe Zemer, Editors. Pittsburgh & Tel Aviv: Freehof Institute of
Progressive Halakhah, 1998. Pages 101-109.

Signer, Michael A. “Honour the Hoary Head: The Aged in the Medieval European Jewish Community,” in

Aging and the Aged in Medieval Europe: Selected Papers from the Annual Conference of the
Centre for Medieval Studies, University of Toronto, held 25-26 February and 11-12 November
1983
Ed. Michael M. Sheehan (Toronto, Ont.: Pontifical Institute of Mediaeval Studies, 1990): 39-48.
Papers in Mediaeval Studies 11

.T2-2' (A"AWN TINN) T 10,0 X0X ", NN NIPTRY DD AW-IXY 2N

Rising in front of the Aged Source Sheet
22




