When Is the Time to Light Hanukah
Candles?

Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 21b

Its mizvah is from when the sun sets until when
there are no more people in the marketplace.
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Questions:

When is the time that there are no more people in the marketplace?

Is this span of time when one needs to have one’s candle(s) lit for the entire time or just that
one needs to light it at some point within this time frame?

If one does not light one’s candle(s), within this time frame, then what?

Why should one light one’s candle(s) within this time frame?

The Time of When There Are No More People in the Marketplace

Babylonian Talmud, Shabbat 21b

Rabbah, son of a son of Hannah, (turn-of-the-4" c.)
said Rabbi Yohanan (mid 3" c.) said, “Until the
Palmyreans’/Tadmoreans’ legs depart.”
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(Palmyra (hinTn) is an oasis in the middle of Syria, 215 km NE of Damascus and 120 km SW of the Euphrates,
located alone caravan routes that linked Persia up with various Mediterranean ports.)

Commentary of Rabbi Shlomo, Yizhaki (1040-1105)
(Rashi) on Shabbat 21a, SV Rigla DeTarmodai

It is the name of a nation who collect thin wood
who stay late in the marketplace until the
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No, for if one had not yet lit, one should light.

Alternatively, this was said with regards to the
amount of oil to burn for that amount of time.

7 - PINONT ORT NT

NMIY'YY? 1ma Nl




Commentary of Tosafos (~12"-13" ¢.) on Shabbat 21b, S.V.
D’ei lo Adlik, Madlik

But from henceforward, the time has passed.

Rabbi Yosef Porat (~ 13" ¢.) says that there is to be careful
and to light in the nighttime immediately, so that one
does not delay unnecessarily.
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Nevertheless, if one delays to light out of doubt, since we Text# YN RAT 790N 27T N
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about this amount of time. And if one places more in it,
one is able to extinguish it after the amount of time
passes. And, similarly, one is able to use its light after this
particular amount of time, for the essential part of the
mizvah has passed. Nevertheless, its time is really the
entire nighttime, unlike Maimonides, of blessed memory,
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who wrote, “If one forgot or purposefully did not light
along with the setting of the sun, one lights until the
marketplace clears. Once this time frame passes, one
ought not to light.” But if the whole night passes, and
one has not lit, one does not light during the following
day, since what does it matter that a candle is lit during
the day? Similarly, one should not make up for it in the
following night, since its time has already passed. And
such has Rabbi Yizhak, son of Rabbi Yehudah, written.
And the Tosafos wrote, “That, for us, itis not necessary to
be specific, for when the Sages provided the amount of
time, it was for them, for they lit outside. After that
specified time, people did not pass by and return
homeward. But, us, who light indoors and the only
people who recognize this light are the household
members, we need not concern ourselves with the time.”
And [Rabbi Shmuel HaSardi (1190-1256)] wrote in [his
work,] Sefer HaTerumos, “Nevertheless, it is proper to
light while the members of the household are still
awake.”

And it seems that even for us, it is necessary to be specific

with this time, even though we light inside, since we light
near the door of the house and it is open, there is
recognition by those passing by and returning.
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Rabbi Yosef Karo (), Shulhan Arukh, OH §672

We do not light the Hanukah candle prior to the
setting of the sun, but, rather, along with the end of
its setting — neither delaying nor moving up. And
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there is someone who says that if one is busy, one Text#8a M W' .0MTNn K71 DNNKRN
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this amount of time. If one placed in it more than
this amount, one is allowed to extinguish it after this
time has passed.

However, the aforementioned is ab initio. However,
if this time has passed and one has not lit, one can
light at any point throughout the nighttime. And if
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the night has passed and one has not lit, there is no
making up for it.
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Rabbi Moshe Isserles’ (1520-1572)
Comments on Shulhan Arukh, OH 8672:2

Some say that nowadays we light inside, it is
unnecessary to light prior to the
marketplace clearing out. Nevertheless, itis
good to be careful even nowadays.

And other nights [after one night where one
did not light], one should light, just as other
people do, even though he did not light
previously.
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http://yctstudent.drewkaplan.info/Files/TimeToLightHanukahCandles.pdf




